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ON THE 


HARVEST af THIS YEAR, 1777, 


From Acrs xivth, Verſe I 7th; 


ADDRESSED 


TO THE FARMERS OF THIS KINGDOM; 


wrrT H 
A SERIOUS Her, or Two, to their SUPERIORS. 5 
By WILLIAM CARPENTER, D. D. "oe 
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Of whom may be bad, 
A SERMON on the late GENERAL Cons > by the ſame Aurnox. gs 


ACTS, chap. x1vth, verſe 17th. 


Never theſs he left not himſelf without Witneſs in that he did 

Good, and gave us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Seaſons, 
filling our Hearts with Food and Glaaneſs. 

- HESE Words are a Part of Paul, and Barnabas's ſpi- 

5 rited Addreſs to the People of Lyſtra. The Occaſion of 

it was remarkable. In their painful Journeyings for the Pro- 


pagation of the true Faith our Apoſtles arrive at this City of 


Lycaonia, which, it ſeems, was entirely given up to Pagan Ido- 
latry. Here, amidſt their wondering Audience, the inſpired 


Preacher diſcovers One more than ordinarily attentive, whoſe bo- 


dily Misfortune of being a Cripple from his Mother's Womb, 


enforced by the Faith which he had to be healed, recommended 
him as an Object worthy of Compaſſion : vers. 8, 9, 10. 


There fat a certain Man at Lyſtra impotent in his Feet being a 
Cripple from his Mother's Womb who never had walked ; The 
| B | "mane 
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FT. 1 632 | 
fame heard Paul ſpeak ; who ſtedfaſtly beholding Him, and per- 
ceiving (by his Power of diſcerning Spirits) that he had Faith 


to be healed faid with a loud Voice * Stand upright c on thy F ect:' 
and he leaped and walked.” | 


This miraculous Cure ſo ſuddenly and viſibly wrought amongſt 
them, they conclude to be beyond the Power of any but the 
Gods themſelves, and accordingly the ſuperſtitious Alarm is 
given, and (verſe 13th) © the Prieſt of Jupiter, which was be- 
fore the City, brought Oxen and Garlands unto the Gates, and 
would have done Sacrifice with the People.” But when the 
Apoſtles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, with the moſt ingenuous 
Zeal they rent their Cloaths and ran in amongſt the People crying 
out, aud ſaying ** Sirs, why do ye theſe: Things? We alſo are 
Men of like Paſſions with You, and preach unto You, that You 
ſhould turn from theſe Vanities unto the Living God, which 
made Heaven, and Earth, and the Sea, and all Things that are 
therein; who in Times paſt ſuffer d all Nations to walk in their 
own Ways; nevertheleſs he left not himſelf without Witneſs in 
that he did Good, and gave us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful | 
| Seaſons, filling our Hearts with Food, and Gladneſs.“ 


Let us make Allowance for the Time this unenlightened People 
lived in ; and this Procedure of theirs will not appear ſo extra- 


ordinary. Ni had been taught to believe, that there was 2 
| numerous 


0 . 
numerous Tribe of Gods in Heaven, and that, as Occaſion re- 
quired, they came down often on Earth, and aſſumed the Ap- 
pearance of Men; and no Wonder if, from this Act of ſuper- 
natural Power, they were induced to ſuppoſe They had done ſo 
now. This therefore was the Time for the Apoſtles to deſtroy 
this main Article of their idolatrous Creed : in order to which 
they declare that they are but mere Men, Men of like Infirmities 
and Paſſions ; that their Opinions both as to the Nature in ge- 
neral, and Number of the Godhead were all Extravagance, and 
Abſurdity; that there was but One God the Creator of all 
Things; that to convert them to the Worſhip of that God was 
the Deſign of their coming down amongſt them, and the Mi- 


racle juſt now performed a Proof of the Authority they acted by; 
and that, tho God had delay'd this ſpecial Revelation of Himſelf 


till now, and had hitherto ſuffered them, and the other Heathen 
Nations to walk in their own idolatrous Ways, yet that He had 
not all the While left Himſelf without Witneſs, but by the or- 
dinary Acts of his Providence had continually afforded them ſuf- 
ficient Evidence, from which their own Reaſon. might have in- 
ferr'd his Exiſtence, and Attributes. 


From this. intereſting Part of the Sacred Hiſtory we may de- 
duce Obſervations particularly applicable to the preſent Seaſon ; 
and if in. many Inſtances even We act like theſe Men of Lyſtra, 


i. e.] are affected only by the 3 Demonſtrations of 
| God's 


N 


5 OO 

Power, whilſt we forget * his Witneſs of himſelf in that He 
doeth Good, and giveth us Rain from Heaven, and fruitful Sea- 
ſons,” ſhall not We of this Chriſtian Philoſophic Age incur a 
much higher Degree of Condemnation from our Nene and 
e | 2 ets | 


The 44 and marvelous Works of God, or thoſe that 
particularly intereſt our Hopes, or Fears, are the only Ones, 
that ſtrike our Imaginations. In Times of unſucceſsful War, 
of Peſtilence, or Scarcity, we ſoon look up to the Almighty as 

the Author of theſe public Calamities, and our only Refuge and 

Support under them. On theſe melancholy Occaſions what an 
awful Scene of Devotion appears? A General Faſt is proclaimed; 


and our eie der e <rowded with the very Infidels of better 


Times, to acknowledge their Dependance upon God, and depre- 
_ cate his Anger: Such is our religious Zeal in the Days of 
Diſtreſs! and methinks it were but reaſonable that in our more 
proſperous Ones, more eſpecially after ſo plentiful, and good a 
Harveſt, we ſhould be equally forward to demonſtrate by every 


external Act. our Gratitude towards the gracious Author & 1 


theſe Bleſſings. But no—Curious, and Philoſophic as we are in 
inveſtigating the Works of Nature, the Progreſs of Vegetation, 
and the Effects the different Elements have upon it, from all 


which we may collect the ſtron geſt Evidence of an active Pro- 
vidence, | 


at - 
vidence, yet, by the ſtrangeſt Contradiction, the wiſer we grow 
in theſe Matters the more independent we appear. 


| Theſe fruitful Seaſons do indeed fill our Hearts with Food and 
_ Gladneſs; but a Gladneſs of what Kind is it? Not that pious 
tranquil One, that reſults from a Senſe of the Kindneſs of God 
towards us, but One ariſing from an Abuſe of his Mercies; the 
clamorous Offspring of Intemperance. 


I truſt there is none amongſt us, however defective in Reli- 
gion, bold enough to diſbelieve the Exiſtence of a God, or deny 
his Dependence upon Him for all the Comforts, and Conveniences 

of this Life; and yet ſo familiar are thoſe Favors grown from 
an uninterrupted Continuance of them, that even the more re- 
ligious Part of Mankind are too apt to forget the Fountain from 
whence they are derived. This Charge of general Ingratitude 
needs no Proof. Every Man's Conſcience on Reflection will 
confirm it, and ſuggeſt to Him the Neceſſity of Reformation. 


Let it begin then with our © turning Ourſelves from theſe 
Vanities to the Living God, which made Heaven, and Earth, 
and the Sea, and all that therein is.” Let us accuſtom ourſelves 
to contemplate all the wonderful Acts of God with that awful 
Regard they deſerve: and let thoſe more filent “ Witneſſes,” 


which He is continually | giving of Himſelf in that he doeth 
E | 1 Good, 


LJ 
.Good, and giveth us fruitful ade an our ue wich o Glad. | 
_ nels, * with Oratitude. i e en eee en 


nah ene Pots World, who are iſo/infenfible' of 
the common Bounties of Providence know, that tho God ſuf- 
fereth them at Preſent to walk in their on ſelf- important 
Ways“ of ſeeming Independence, yet a Time will come, when 
He will call them to a ſevere Account for this careleſs Inattention 
to ſo 1 a Benefactor. | 


«i Our pla . Forefathers ſeem to have been more 
ſenſible of their Obligation to Him * who gave them their daily 
Bread, and None dared touch the frugal Meal till he had of- 
fered up a Tribute of Thankſgiving to the kind Diſpenſer of it. 
Not ſo their too refined Deſcendants. They, we are to ſuppoſe, 
by diligent Enquiry into the Works of Nature, have found out 
either that there is no ſuch Being as a God, or at leaſt that He is 
no Way concerned in theſe Matters : for to what elſe can we 
impute the faſhionable Omiſſion of this eaſy Duty; or how ac- 
count for a Phznomenon not very uncommon, that where there 
15 the greateſt Redundancy of even the Superfluities of this Life, 
there God is the leaſt remember'd ? 


It may behove theſe ſilken Sons of Pleaſure to conſider whe- 
ther this Exceſs of luxurious Refinement does not in ſome Mea- 
| ſure 


ſure ſtop the due Circulation of the Products of the Earth, and 
occaſion, in Seaſons however plentiful, a real Scarcity among the 
lower Order of People; whether it does not drain away an ample 
portion of what Charity has a Right to demand out of their 
Abundance towards the Support, and Maintenance of her needy 
Family; and whether it will not ſubject them (hereafter at leaſt) 
to the Imputation and Puniſhment of © unjuſt Stewards” and 
Miſuſers of the Talent entruſted to their Care. Such Reflections 
as theſe may one Day or other find a Way to their Hearts, when 
like Barzillai (19—2 Samuel) who was a very great Man too, 
« they ſhall no longer be able to taſte what they eat or what they 


drink; or hear any more the Voice of Singing Men, or Singing 


Women.” —How very unpleaſing an Exchange of Company | 


But I leave this higher Order of Mankind to conſider thoſe 
of an inferior Station, and enquire how they are affected by 
this“ Witneſs” God giveth of Himfelf ; and what Kind of 
a Uſe they make of his Creatures. ys 


Under this Claſs of People I would be under Hoa to com- 
prehend in a more eſpecial mie thoſe, whom we diſtinguiſh 
by the Appellation of Farmers. But let it be premiſed, that no 
general Accuſation of this Order of Men is intended: on the 
contrary I will not ſeruple to pronounce the worthy Part of 
them the moſt uſeful Members of the Community: the Un- 
worthy only fall under theſe Animadverſions. | 
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His Son to be a Propitiation for our Sins.” Now theſe are joy- 


E 
I ſhall wave the Impiety many amongſt them are guilty of 


| in their frequent indirect Murmurs againſt Providence if the Sun, 


or Clouds do not happen to favor their Inclinations; and ſuppoſe 
every Thing to their Liking, the Harveſt well over, and Plenty 
ſafely lodged in their Repoſitories. All now is Joy, and Feſtivity, | 
« Soul, thou haſt much Goods lay'd up in Store, eat, drink, 
and be merry * This jolly Sentiment has taken full Poſſeflion | 
of the Man, and left no Room in all his Thoughts for that God 
to whom He is indebted for theſe Bleſſings.—But he ſcorns, it 
may be, greedily to engroſs all this to his own Uſe, and reſolves 
that the Partakers of the Labor ſhall -partake of the Fruits allo. 
It is determined therefore to ſet apart a Seaſon. for this ſocial 
Meeting: and what Time in all Reſpects ſo ſuited to the Occaſion | 
as Chriſtmas? This moſt ſolemn of all Seaſons, (nay perhaps 
the very Day of the Nativity) is perverted to this P urpoſe: the 
Feaſt is announced, and the Company aſſembled.— And what 


is the fatal Conſequence of all this ?—Why no leſs than a Sub- 


verſion of almoſt all the Ends the Son of God came into the 
World to anſwer. For this Purpoſe (3—1 John 8th) the 
Son of God was manifeſted, that He might deſtroy the Works 
of the Devil.” In this was manifeſted the Love of God to- 
wards Us (4th—9, 10) becauſe that God ſent his only begotten 

Son into the World, that we might live thro' Him: herein is 
Love, not that we loved God, but that God loved us; and ſent 


ful 


CT 


E ful, nay — —— and fcomtibigly the Chriſ- 


tian Church has dedicated this as a ſolemn Feſtival of general 
Joy, and for a publie Thankſgiving to our all-gracious Father 
for this ineſtimable Love towards us. And fo far indeed the 
Company under our Inqueſt are Conformiſts : their Joy is ge- 
neral : but alas! how is it expreſs d?—by a total Forgetfulneſs of 
the Saviour of the World, a Deſertion of the Church, and a 
' tumultuous Scene at Home of Drunkenneſs, Prophaneneſs, 
filthy Jeſting, and the like ; ſo that (to ſummon up the Whole) 
this Bleſſing of a good Harveſt, and that of God's ſending his 
Son into the World, are jointly celebrated by a Commiſſion of | 
thoſe Sins He came to — 


Let me not however deprive the Founders of theſe Feaſts of the 


Merit they are entitled to: by this open Hoſpitality of theirs the 


Hungry are fed, at a Time too when they generally ſtand moſt in 
Need of it; and did they but keep themſelves, and thoſe about 
them within the Bounds of Temperance and Decency, without 
neglecting the Duties of Religion, there is not perhaps a better 
Method of ſhewing their Gratitude to God, nor a fitter Time 
for doing it. 


But the next Object I ſhall introduce has not a fair Feature 

about it: it is indeed ſo void of Humanity, that it hardly be- 

longs to our Species Tis the muckworm Worldling. 
„ | Now 


— — — 


Tur ExcROSSR, or MoxoroLIs Te who detains within 


„ 


Now bie God is 5 and this God only b i is not de- 
ficient in the Worſhip of. The Witneſs the God of Heaven 
giveth of Himſelf entirely eſcapes his Notice: He is too intent 
upon his Calculations with Regard to the Return he is to make 


of his Stock to attend to ſo remote an 5 ect as the rn 


of it. 


EE 


Obſerve with what'poring Diligence he meditates his little 


Tricks of low Cunning: and watches every Opportunity that 


may offer to enhance, in however inconſiderable Degree, the 


Price of each Article]! Let not the Poor approach his inhoſpitable 


Cell, or expect a Pittance he denies even Himſelf, and his own 
Houſhold. Give indeed to the Poor! and fink a Fraction perhaps 
in the projected Sum No! 
the Augmenters of it. He will avail himſelf of the little Quan- 
tities their little Stock will enable them to purchaſe, and retail 
them out to them at a more exorbitant Price: beſides this; 
falſe 'Weights, falſe Meaſures, and undue Mixtures, are the 
conſtant . Effects of this worthy Member of / Society's Lucu- 
brations. And this is the Return He makes to God for his 
Bounty. A moſt unamiable Figure this truly! and yet would to 


God it were the worſt I could produce ! But there is One yet 


behind of ſtill greater Deformity; a Miſcreant of ſo monſtrous 
an Aſpect that human Nature recoils at it; and that is 


his 


The Poor are marked down as 


tf ac): 

his Barns the ample stock God has given ia z or induſtriouſly 
traverſes the Earth-to colle& that of other People in Order to 
create a Scarcity in the Midſt of Plenty; and thus defeat the 
gracious Deſigns. of Providence ! Language, Imagination fail me 
in attempting to deſcribe the Horrors of this Character. Surely 
| there is a Vengeance big with uncommon Fury, reſerved for theſe 
Barbarians ! The Almighty has indeed at Times ſhewn his Diſ- 
| pleaſure at them by an immediate Viſitation of them here, and 
| there is no Doubt but He will puniſh them with the greateſt 
| Severity hereafter ; for no © Extortioner* ſhall inherit the King- 
dom of God:“ But as the Notion of God, and a future State, 
have no Place in. their wicked Hearts to deter them from theſe 
Practices, and yet the Evil of them is a great, and growing One, 
what remains, but that we humbly addreſs ourſelves to the 
Throne of Grace, that the Almighty would be graciouſly pleaſed 
to hear the Cries of the Poor Deſtitute; and, as it ſhall ſeem 
meet to Him, either ſoften the Hearts, or defeat the Schemes of 
theſe Savages ; and, if the Laws hitherto made have proved in- 
adequate, that He would pour into the Hearts of our Lawgivers 
ſuch a Portion of Wiſdom from above, that they may enact 
others more effectual to this N Purpoſe, 


But do you, my Brethren, I 3 You, turn away with 
Han from ſuch bad 3 Lift up your Hearts to Al- 
mighty 


* yi—1 Corinthians, roth verſe, 


4 

o 

* 
1 


. AG g., rages 


P 
= * 


t 8 


mighty God in oxrneft ThankfgiviegG for this 
ad lch feaſonabls Weather for coll 


154 & $1 91561 
"=o MIL; 1 . 


* 
* 
1 ; —_— 4 * ay f 
4 »* * ” 
* 0 4 3 
* 
P 1 8 * o 
* A 4 * * » * 
8 7 4 4 6 4 9 s = - — ” = 7 1 — : * 
= 4 — 4 x * * 5 * : e 44 © 4 39.8 * 
« - * 
, * 2 * 
- x : ; - ; * - ? g J 
: EEE RE «2 RN & * ha » a * * E 1 8 * * 
— * . — 4 
*. # i ' 
— * o * 1 » 7 = 1 
25 „ „ 1 2 2 — { % — £ 5 1 J 4 1 P ox 1 
% «© v > w «+4 E & — * Pang 1 < . 2 2 %- 4 * 1 * 1 7 "> ; > > * FE 
o LE % + 8 8 ; — 4 1 3 
R * 
x oo 5 TIE * — 
i The. 1 i k 124 8 * 0 * # * 5 2 : 
i Fo 3 . 4 4 "K+ * * * "1 3 #4 33 * . * £% uf 
d ” ES... _ * 4 * 4 84 4 1 PS 4 
r. s 
1 A « Vs * | * 
* . 4 -. » 
* * 4 * 1 ” * » 
= 7 * E * 7 
# 6 * 7 ; — 5 — 
** * * 1 * " 8 : #% 1 
1 > 4 2 . 2 . 5 7 
- p N * F « \ 5 
* - * * - * 8 4 4 
$ * * , * > * 4 4 
* * * „ * s 3 : * 7 * 
3 y 49 f 2 * * 5 * 1 
' ES ow - ts * * — 4 ; 
* » + & vu 4 * 1 I + By 4: # ab * 4 
: « n — ® ms I 
. * . 5 
* 4 * * 
% - . * hs n + 
, | hh. . af ”- * oo % 9 —ç— ® 
* 1＋* * C 
FI 
» * * 
N 4 
2 
2 5 
* Z * 
by * "RS. We Li 
K x 
* * % * 
* 
1 * * 
- R 4 he * 
4 * 
IF * 
o 7 / 
= 17 o 
* 
« * ; 1 * 
* * 8 * 
— bo . * 5 
. * * * 
* 33 i 
* | * 1 
« 4 * * 
8 ö i — > a4" + * % = 
* % 
N 
%» 
4 
* 1 
* 
/ 8 5 
- 
& 
1 * 
* 


